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SINCE MORE THAN EVER before professional skill is a prerequisite to battle success, 
those elements upon which fall the vital responsibility of initial emergency defense 
must be developed in time of peace to the highest possible level of proficiency. This 
objective cannot be fully attained on any part-time basis. Only the professional 
soldier and the professional unit can be instantly ready to act effectively against a 
modern enemy. Even they can attain this degree of readiness only when intelligently 
instructed and sufficiently supplied with modern munitions. 

The Army's fi first responsibility then is to insure that every available man is em- 
ployed continuously in profitable training activity. Military housekeeping is neces- 
sary—but Congress did not authorize an expansion of the Army for the mainten- 
ance of posts or the elaboration of necessary overhead organizations. There exists no 
justification for increasing the numbers necessarily used for these purposes hereto- 
fore. To do so would not only be an inexcusable blunder, it would constitute little 
less than a breach of good faith. We need trained fighting soldiers. We have the 
opportunity to produce them. If we fail to do so, Congress can with justice accuse 
us of failing to appreciate our own responsibilities and to visualize the real necessities 
of the moment.—MacArtTHUuR. 
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